Do not use the following as names of CFCs or UDFs:

· equals 

· getClass 

· getMetadata 

· getPagePath 

· getSuperScope 

· invoke 

· hashCode 

· notify 

· notifyAll 

· setSuperScope 

· toString 

· wait 
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For the latest release notes, click here.

This document contains updates to the ColdFusion MX documentation.

The following table lists the known documentation issues for ColdFusion MX:

	CFML Reference

	Section
	Update

	Chapter 11: Building and Using ColdFusion Components
	CFML code that exists outside of component method definitions in a component file serve as component constructors. Component constructors let multiple method definitions share common CFML code when the component is instantiated. For example, using component constructors, you can set variables for all component methods to use, as shown in the following example: 

<cfcomponent hint="This component returns

   the future and the past.">

  <cfset currentTime=Now()>

  <cffunction name="future" access="remote"

    hint="one hour from now">

    <cfset

     futureHour=dateAdd("h",1,currentTime)>

    <cfreturn futureHour>

  </cffunction>

  <cffunction name="past" access="remote"

    hint="one hour ago">

    <cfset

     pastHour=dateAdd("h",-1,currentTime)>

    <cfreturn pastHour>

  </cffunction>

</cfcomponent>

In this example, the component constructor sets the currentTime variable to the current time, which is used by the future and past method definitions.

Any CFML tag or function can be used in a constructor. In addition, you can perform any ColdFusion processing, such as querying a database or data validation and manipulation. When inherited, the parent component's constructors are executed first.

	
	To further describe component functionality, you use the hint and displayName attributes of the cfcomponent, cffunction, cfargument, and cfproperty tags. These attributes let you provide component metadata that is used to generate component documentation in the Component Browser. The following example uses the hint and displayName attributes for a simple directory component: 

<cfcomponent hint="This component returns the

   directory contents for the supplied path."

   displayName="Directory Explorer Component">

  <cffunction name="getDirectory"

     returnType="query"

     hint="This method returns a query object

     that contains the directory contents"

     displayName="Get Directory Method">

    <cfargument name="dirPath" type="string"

 required="true">

    <cfdirectory action="LIST"

 directory="#arguments.dirPath#"

 name="dirQuery">

    <cfreturn dirQuery>

  </cffunction>

</cfcomponent>


In cfcomponent, cffunction, cfargument, and cfproperty tags, any attributes other than reserved attributes, including hint and description, are considered user-defined metadata attributes. While these attributes are not used in ColdFusion, you can access them using the GetMetadata function. The following example illustrates a few user-defined attributes: 

<cfcomponent hint="This component returns the

    directory contents for the supplied path."

    displayName="Directory Explorer Component"

    privateMessage="Beta 3 of Directory

    Explorer Component.">

  <cffunction name="getDirectory"

       returnType="query"

       hint="This method returns a query

       object that contains the directory

       contents"

       displayName="Get Directory Method"

       usageGuidelines="Pass the fully-

       qualified path as an argument. Returns a

       query object.">

    <cfargument name="dirPath" type="string"

     required="true">

    <cfdirectory action="LIST"

     directory="#arguments.dirPath#"

     name="dirQuery">

    <cfdump var=#getMetadata(this)#>

    <cfreturn dirQuery>

  </cffunction>

</cfcomponent>


In this example, the cfcomponent tag contains the custom attribute privateMessage, which shows the beta version of the component. The getMetadata function returns a structure of component metadata. In the metadata structure, you will see a privateMessage entry. 

Note: You should avoid using runtime expressions in custom metadata attributes. Using runtime expressions in metadata attributes can cause unpredictable behavior, because all metadata expressions are replaced by strings in the metadata structure returned from the GetMetadata function. Also, do not use the reserved attributes as your metadata attribute names. The reserved words for the cfcomponent tag are name, path, properties, functions, and extends. The reserved words for the cffunction tag are name, returnType, access, roles, output, and arguments. The reserved words for the cfargument tag are name, required, default, and type. The reserved words for the cfproperty tag are name and type.

	
	If you define a UDF in a component method definition, you cannot set access, roles, or output attributes for that method.
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This document lists significant issues that were fixed in ColdFusion MX 6.1. ColdFusion MX 6.1 also fixes many additional problems that are less significant or affect a small subset of users; these issues are omitted for clarity.

For Release Notes and a list of known issues, see the following web pages:



	50451 
	Using a UDF as the value of a ColdFusion tag attribute resulted in a Method Not Found error. 


